Gonococcal eye infection in adults is an
Case report A 42-year-old homosexual telephonist had noticed over a period of 10 days failing vision and greenish discharge from his left eye. He was prescribed antibiotic eye drops at his local casualty department. He failed to respond after a week of treatment, and the other eye became involved. He had no genitourinary symptoms and there was no history of STD. He had, however, lost 8 kg in weight in the previous six months. There was profuse bilateral purulent conjunctivitis, with chemosis and lysis of 90% of the left cornea to a depth of Descemet's membrane, with a flat anterior chamber. Proctoscopy revealed heavy mucopurulent rectal discharge. Gram-negative intracellular diplococci were identified from conjunctival and rectal smears, and confirmed as penicillin-sensitive Neisseria gonorrhoeae on culture. Other investigations: specific tests for syphilis were positive, haemoglobin concentration was 108 g/l, white cell count 5-3 x 10'/1, normal complement levels and a markedly depressed CD4+ lymphocyte count (0 014x 109/1, <1% total lymphocytes).
He was given intravenous cefotaxime 2 g, then 1 g eight-hourly, together with probenecid orally 500 mg six-hourly for 10 days and, initially hourly, cefuroxime 5% eye drops. HIV antibody testing was performed after counselling in view of the severity of the oculogenital infection, significant weight loss, and to help decide on the feasibility of embarking upon protracted reconstructive corneal surgery. 
